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(May 7, 1862), and life rolled on unruffled until the sixties drew to a close. Then his eldest surviving daughter, " Katie," a young lady of strong character and some poetic talent, fell ill, and was sent to Madeira in search of health. She died on the homeward voyage, March 24, 1869, at the age of thirty-four. From this blow Macready never fully recovered; and it was followed two years later (November 26, 1871) by the death, in Ceylon, of his eldest son, William Charles, aged thirty-nine.
At Sherborne Macready had busied himself greatly, not only with the bringing up of his own children, but with the spread of education among the people. He founded, or revived, a literary institution, at which he induced Dickens, Thackeray, Forster, Belle w, and others to give readings and lectures. He himself frequently read and lectured, not only at Sherborne, but in other towns of the south and west. After the removal to Cheltenham these public appearances were almost, if not entirely, discontinued; but he still gave frequent private readings, to which the boys of Cheltenham College were sometimes admitted, During the last two or three years of his life he could not hold a book or read for himself; but he still enjoyed being read to, and, failing a reader, would go over the stores of literature in his memory. " I have been reading Hamlet" he said on one occasion ; and added, touching his forehead, " Here." Asked if he could remember the whole play, he said, " Yes, every word, every pause ; and the very pauses have eloquence." Time had softened the asperities of his countenance. " We now think with pleasure/' says a not too friendly writer, " of his venerable and noble head as we saw it last in 1872, and of the sweet smile of his beautiful mouth, which spoke of the calm wisdom of a gentle and